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Let me say at the outset, I support the right 

of Israel to exist and to defend itself from at-
tack. I cannot support the level of retaliation it 
is using against the civilian population that did 
not provoke the attack. Hezbollah is the guilty 
party, and their attacks were egregious, with-
out merit, and provocative. Israel must direct 
its campaign against confirmed Hezbollah 
strongholds. Given the sophistication of cur-
rent surveillance technology and intelligence- 
gathering, I am convinced those strongholds 
can be effectively eradicated, without the cur-
rent and ongoing loss of life and casualties to 
innocent civilians. 

This resolution on first glance would appear 
to be easy to support, but on further review, 
it poses serious philosophical problems for 
me. Hezbollah provoked the attacks by cap-
turing and killing Israeli soldiers. Indeed, in 
some instances, Hezbollah is using Lebanese 
civilians as shields. 

The resolution declares that the House af-
firms its support for Israel. I believe that offer-
ing unconditional support to Israel’s response 
sends the signal that the House supports the 
continuing and increasing carnage that is tak-
ing place in Lebanon. I fully recognize that 
lives have been lost in Israel too. All of these 
deaths are tragic and deplorable. This resolu-
tion does not even offer counsel to Israel to 
aggressively pursue the course of minimizing 
civilian loss of life. Furthermore, the resolution 
recognizes Israel’s commitment to minimizing 
civilian loss of life. To date, Israeli military op-
erations have resulted in excess of 300 civil-
ians killed, with an estimated one-third of them 
being children. I do not see Israel’s actions 
being consistent with a commitment to mini-
mizing the loss of life. 

The resolution also cites Israel’s right to 
take appropriate action to defend itself, includ-
ing conducting operations in both Israel and in 
the territory of nations which pose a threat to 
it. At the present time, Israeli military bombing 
operations are completely dismantling the in-
frastructure of Lebanon. Bridges, roads and 
buildings are being destroyed. Once the cam-
paign wanes, the country will consist of rubble. 

I am also concerned by the language that 
commends the President for fully supporting 
Israel. The language and the message state 
explicitly that the House supports the way he 
has handled the current crisis. I strongly dis-
agree with this premise and statement. 

I want to state that I am mindful that al-
though the focus of our current attention is on 
the plight of the citizens affected in Israel and 
Lebanon, we must not forget the other compo-
nent of the equation—the situation in Gaza in-
volving the Palestinians. 

In Gaza, a cordon has been set up by the 
Israelis, and Palestinians are suffering under 
unbearable conditions. My concern rests with 
the humanitarian plight of civilians in Gaza 
and Lebanon that are pawns in a struggle by 
terrorist organizations. Both organizations, 
Hamas—Sunni—and Hezbollah—Shia—pro-
vide vital social services such as education 
and medical care to civilian populations, while 
simultaneously engaging in terrorist activities. 
In fact, their efforts and ideologies have cre-
ated desperate political and military scenarios. 
In the case of Hezbollah, their efforts are con-
tributing to instability in the region. 

I fully recognize the gravity of the situation 
that is presented by the unconscionable and 
provocative behavior of Hezbollah. I also have 
grave reservations about the level of the re-

sponse by Israel to Hezbollah’s actions. The 
competing complexities and mixed messages 
presented by the language in the resolution 
preclude me from offering my support to 
H. Res. 921. Therefore, I will cast a vote of 
‘‘nay’’ on this resolution. 
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TRIBUTE TO CHIKAMING 
TOWNSHIP 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the 150th anniversary of the 
founding of a storied community in Southwest 
Michigan, Chikaming Township. This Satur-
day, members of the community will come to-
gether to celebrate the township’s sesqui-
centennial. 

The earliest known residents of Chikaming 
Township were the Miami Indians, who were 
first encountered by the European explorer, 
Father Jaques Marquette, in 1675. By the 
early 1820s the land was ceded to the U.S. 
Government and Chikaming was formally es-
tablished on March 6, 1856. The first pioneers 
to settle there were lumbermen who harvested 
trees that were used to build the piers that ex-
tend out into Lake Michigan—a source of 
great pride for all Michiganders who reside on 
the lakeshore. As time passed, the first of 
many successful farmers and growers in 
Southwest Michigan took advantage of the soil 
and climate of Chikaming by harvesting a vari-
ety of fruits and vegetables. The magnificent 
weather and scenic beauty of the land at-
tracted families to vacation on the lake’s 
shores and continues to be a popular summer 
escape today. 

Chikaming Township has also long been an 
important center of commerce for Southwest 
Michigan. Forestry and agriculture are only 
two of the many industries that have strength-
ened Southwest Michigan’s economy. The 
beautiful beaches and friendly residents have 
been bringing generations back to the town-
ship for years. 

I would like to congratulate the residents of 
Chikaming on their sesquicentennial. Know 
that your vital community will continue to be a 
blessing and an asset to our comer of South-
west Michigan for many years to come. 
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TRIBUTE TO REVEREND S.L. 
ROBERSON 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 20, 2006 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the tremendous works of Rev-
erend S.L. Roberson, of Ypsilanti, Michigan as 
he marks his 52nd year of service to his 
church and his community. 

Born in Moundville, Alabama, Reverend 
Roberson moved to Ypsilanti when he was 
two years old and has remained there since. 
He attended school in Ypsilanti and went to 
Eastern Michigan University for his under-
graduate degree and continued his education 
at Detroit Bible College, ultimately earning his 
Doctorate of Divinity at Urban Bible College. 

While honorably serving his country in the 
United States Marine Corps, the Reverend 
formed the unique perspective he has on the 
world, one that would help him in his decision 
to serve his fellow man. After his military serv-
ice, Mr. Roberson went to work for Ford Motor 
Company in their Labor Relations and Per-
sonnel Services of Industrial Relations Depart-
ment ultimately staying for 33 years. Through 
this position, he was able to help many indi-
viduals find employment, in turn bettering their 
own lives. The Reverend’s other services are 
numerous, including posts as Treasurer of the 
Huron Valley District Association and Presi-
dent of the Ypsilanti Housing Commission. 

In 1954, Reverend Roberson heard the call 
to service and became the Pastor of the Met-
ropolitan Memorial Baptist Church in Ypsilanti. 
He has stayed with Metropolitan Baptist for 52 
years and by every account his service has 
been productive. He provides leadership and 
moral guidance for his congregation, in turn 
leading the community through his example. 
His tenure has been so successful that he has 
received the Lawyers Association’s Liberty 
Bell, the Ypsilanti Police Department’s Honor 
Award, the Washtenaw Community College’s 
Service Award and the city of Ypsilanti has 
designated December 14th as Reverend S.L. 
Roberson day. His faith also led him to serve 
as Chaplain of the Ypsilanti Police Depart-
ment. 

Reverend Roberson is a man of faith who 
embodies the characteristics of service, love 
and decency. I am glad and fortunate to know 
the Reverend and the people of Ypsilanti have 
truly benefited from such an upstanding and 
committed civic and spiritual leader. I thank 
the Reverend for his service and wish him the 
best in his future endeavors. 
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CONDEMNING THE RECENT AT-
TACKS AGAINST THE STATE OF 
ISRAEL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. THELMA D. DRAKE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, I am proud 
to come to the floor today to voice my support 
for this resolution. 

Since the year 2000, Israel has dem-
onstrated a willingness to act unilaterally in the 
name of peace; only to have their enemies re-
spond with more acts of violence. 

In 2000, Israel withdrew their forces from 
southern Lebanon, only to be followed by 
Hezbollah and their missiles. 

In 2005, Israel unilaterally withdrew from 
Gaza, only to be replaced by the militant wing 
of the Hamas party. 

As a sovereign and independent nation, 
Israel has every right to defend itself from 
these constant attacks led by groups with the 
expressed purpose of destroying Israel. 

There is agreement in this House and in the 
world community that there be peace in the 
Middle East, so that all families, whether they 
be Israeli, Palestinian, or Lebanese, can live 
without fear. 

But there will be no peace so long as these 
terrorist organizations insist on the destruction 
of Israel. 

There will be no peace, until Hamas agrees 
to curtail acts of violence and aggression and 
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